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As many of you will know, Colin Porter stepped down from the role of IRSE
Chief Executive at the end of July, after many years of service to the Institution not
only in that post but in others as well. At the IRSE Members’ Luncheon in June our
President Andrew Simmons presented Colin with the “President’s Medal” – a rarely
bestowed honour in recognition of truly exceptional service to the Institution. At
Colin’s retirement event in London in July, Ken Burrage (Colin’s predecessor in the role)
paid a fulsome and well-deserved tribute to the service Colin has given. Colin is not
retiring completely, however, because he is taking over from Ken as Chairman of the
Licensing Committee.
Replacing Colin in the role of Chief Executive is Francis How, who was the Institution’s
President in our Centenary year, 2012/13. He is also a long-standing member of
the IRSE’s governing Council, and for the past two years has chaired the Education
and Professional Development Committee. Francis was previously the Technical
Director of the UK’s Railway Industry Association, which represents the interests of
suppliers working in the UK rail industry, where amongst his various responsibilities he
spearheaded work on innovation and was a member of the Programme Control Board
for the implementation of ERTMS in the UK. His professional expertise is in signal
engineering, and he has been a Member and Fellow of the IRSE for many years.
Commenting on his new role, Francis said: “Following Colin in the role of
Chief Executive is going to be a real challenge, but it is one that I am looking forward
to. I am very conscious of the IRSE’s dependence upon not only its staff but also the
many members who freely give their time and energy to supporting the Institution and
its activities around the world. We also depend upon, and are grateful for, the support
of the companies for whom those individuals work. I hope that, in turn, they will
continue to find the relationship mutually beneficial, given the IRSE’s role in facilitating
the professional development of their engineers. Closer engagement between the
Institution and employers is a vital theme of our Strategy 2015-2020.”
Note: The IRSE’s Strategy 2015-2020 was published in the June edition of IRSE
NEWS.
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Blea Moor signal box on 11 March 2015. This is the remotest
operational signal box in England, some 248 miles from London.
Due to be resignalled and controlled from Manchester ROC by
2024, but when will it actually happen? Photo: Ian James Allison.
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