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Has the Signalling Drought arrived once more in the UK?

Back in issue 113 of IRSE NEWS, Roger Ford commented within the News View feature on
the situation regarding signalling contractors at that particular time. The future seemed
positive, so long as safety, efficiency and delivery were the key drivers. Since April 20086,
there have been many projects delivered in the UK, some successfully, others with issue.

Now, despite track and signalling renewals being so much in demand within the UK on
various infrastructures, signalling contractors large and small are struggling to keep staff
busy with a constant workload, despite many hours being spent, sometimes at the last
minute, responding to tenders to obtain work, with a realisation of cost and timescales,
resulting in the relevant job being put on hold.

Approval procedures, endless meetings and the difficulty in obtaining approved
documentation in a timely manner, in order to start work on site appears to be a big
problem with most projects. In addition, the provision of experienced resources by the
infrastructure owners to manage the works can also be an issue!

The recent announcement regarding the changes to the track renewals contractors on
the heavy rail in the UK is also impacting on signalling contractor’s workloads. With
further reorganisation and changes expected, will workloads dip further before getting any
better? The signalling work is still out there and still requires to be undertaken.

Whilst the staff are stood down and waiting, how do they continue their own
professional development without great cost. You are unable to obtain further categories
of IRSE Licensing without being assessed actually doing the relevant work activity! There
is also the danger of staff leaving to work in such places as Australia, or leaving the
industry altogether. When will the industry finally get itself into gear to deliver and
become balanced? Your comments regarding these issues and your opinions are most
welcomed.

The IRSE NEWS team look forward to receiving your thoughts, comments and
responses regarding the items within this issue. We are now also requiring new articles
and separate high quality JPEG images and pictures in support of each article, for further
editions of this magazine. We look forward to hearing from you soon.

The IRSE NEWS Team
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